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480 THE MONIST. 

that he should have a fair hearing, and that his labors will considerably pro- 
mote the solution of the main problems of New Testament theology. 



Der doppelte Standpunkt in der Psychology. Von Mary Whiton Calkins. 

Leipsic : Von Veit, 1905. For sale by C. A. Kohler & Co., 149 Tremont 

St., Boston. Pp. 80. 
By double standpoint, Prof. Mary W. Calkins does not mean the paral- 
lelism of Weber, Fechner, Wundt and others who have made use of the 
term to express psychical phenomena in physical terms, but the two oppo- 
site view-points which are present in psychology. There are two schools: 
one looks upon soul as a combination of psychic states, and interprets them 
to be realities of life; while the other assumes the existence of a soul, and 
interprets those sentiments, volitions, etc., as the manifestations of the soul. 
It goes without saying that either the soul is, as the traditional soul-conception 
teaches, an absolute unit; or it is as Wundt says, a unification of units which 
is not absolute, but the product of organization. Tertium non datur. It Pro- 
fessor Calkins attempts, nevertheless, to reconcile the two positions, she does 
so because she feels that the old traditional view is no longer tenable, and that 
she has to utilize the data of psychophysics. In fact most of the detailed 
work of her exposition draws largely upon experimental psychology, which 
is merely a branch of psychology, and, as it is frequently treated in our lab- 
oratories, proves too unsatisfactory to be acceptable as a theory of the soul. 

The work of many latter-day psychologists is very insufficient and leaves 
out of sight some of the most significant features of soul-life, as those fea- 
tures which depend upon character or are experiences of personality as such. 
A study of their lucubrations, or their experiments, or their expositions, 
makes one feel like the wanderer, who could not see the woods because of the 
many trees. Everything is detail, and nowhere is the soul of man as a whole 
taken into consideration. The truth is that the soul is not a conglomeration 
of unrelated impulses, but that its unity is the most significant factor in the 
correlation of the diverse psychic elements that constitute a personality. While 
we thus support the cause of a monistic psychology we appreciate the sig- 
nificance of the old interpretation, and can very well understand that Pro- 
fessor Calkins does not want to part lightly with some of its most important 
truths. The result is that she chooses from each side what appeals to her as 
best. 



Die Erkenntnistheorie der Naturforschung der Gegenwart. Von Dr. H. 
Kleinpeter. Leipsic: 1905. Pp. xii, 156. 
Professor Kleinpeter sums up in this handy little volume the essential 
features of the modern conception of science, especially modern science, in 
which the views of Mach, Stallo, Clifford, Kirchhoff, Hertz, Pearson and Ost- 
wald, have been made the foundation of the naturalist's world conception. 
It is one which discards the revision of the old philosophy, and bases the 
new philosophy absolutely upon experience. The problems of the book de- 
serve careful and special attention, and we hope that we shall find an oppor- 
tunity to discuss the difficult points in this new materialism which is at present 
governing the leading minds of science. 



